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A pair of Merlins head home after lunch at Linden on January 12
th
. Photo by Stu Simpson.
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Calgary Ultralight 
Flying Club 

 
COPA Flight 114 

 
Meetings are held on the 
second Thursday of every 
month, except July and 
August, starting 7:00 PM at the 
Northeast Armory, 1227 – 38 
Avenue NE, Calgary. 

 
President: Garrett Komm 

403-257-3127 
kommair@telusplanet.com 

 
Vice-President: Ted Beck 

403-936-5369 
tbeck@outlandcvr.com 

 
Secretary: Ed D'Antoni 

403-247-6621 
dantoni@telusplanet.net 

 
Treasurer: Carl Forman 

403- 283-3855 
forman.c@shaw.ca 

 
Director: Robin Orsulak 

403-651-9064 
vquest1@yahoo.com 

 
Past President:  
Dave Procyshen 
403-257-8064 

dprocyshen@shaw.ca 
 

Web site: 
www.cufc.ca 

 
 

 
Skywriter 

 
Skywriter is the official 
newsletter of the Calgary 
Ultralight Flying Club – COPA 
Flight 114, published 12 times 
per year 
 
Editor: Ken Beanlands  

403-295-2079 
kbeanlan@telus.net 

 

 

From The Cockpit 
By Garrett Komm 

  
 
We are one month closer to spring.  This cold snap 
makes the mind dream of all things flying since the 
body isn't willing. I have been happily building wood 
stoves and test firing them. It is my only excuse to get 
to the field.  
 
Buford, the new project, has had a break from me and 
is anxious to be included in the plans to be flying by 
summer… well, late summer. 
 
I hope everyone had a great time at the last meeting 
held at SAIT’s Art Smith Aerospace Center. Thanks to 
Ken for helping to set it up.  Seeing all those parts and 
planes up close was a thrill.   
 
Also, thanks to Wade for his insight into what may 
have happened on the Air Canada flight from Victoria. 
I had no idea that the parameters were that tight 
between cruise and stall at altitude. I have it on good 
authority that he will be a speaker for us very soon. 
  
We have several club events coming. First, remember 
that the rust remover will be coming up in April at the 
Cardel Center. This helps keep those that attend 

current so if ever a ramp 
check is made we are 
free to fly without 
penalty.   
 
Also this year the 
Spring Poker Run will 
be the Saturday after 
the long weekend in 
May. This years fields 
will be the South runs 
which include: Vulcan, 
AJ Ranch, Claresholm, 
High River, Okotoks. 
After collecting your 
hand, its back to Indus 
for the final card and a 
breakfast of eggs, 
sausage, and hash 
browns. 
 
I had the privilege to fly 
with Dan after his recent 
rebuild. I had a great 
time being chase plane 
with Wayne’s Merlin. If I 
had  had a gun sight, he 
would have needed 
another rebuild. The 
thrill of chasing down 
another plane will not 
soon be forgotten. The 
struggle to keep a 
maneuvering plane in 
your sights without grief 
is anything but easy. 
Glad to see him back 
flying. 
 
Douglas  Adams had a 
quote that I recently 
came across saying that  
"The knack of flying is 
learning how to throw 
yourself at the ground 
and miss" 
 
Wishing everyone 
tailwinds and no bumps. 
���� 
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CAVU Dreams 
by Ken Beanlands 

Gilbert poses with his new pride and joy at Cooking Lake.  

  
 
Welcome to 2008! We certainly started it off on a high 
note. January’s meeting was held at SAIT’s Art Smith 
Aerospace Center at the international airport. The 
school opened its doors about four years ago and has 
been a showcase of aircraft maintenance training in 
Canada. The institute boasts a piston engine rebuild 
lab, a turbine engine lab, a helicopter lab, several 
sheet metal, composite and wood shops. There are 
also specialized avionics and aerodynamics labs.  
 
SAIT instructors Brian Goddard and Rod Deneve 
volunteered their time to provide us with a tour of the 
facility. Although all of the facilities were impressive, 
the favorites seemed to be the engine lab and the 
hanger floor (especially the Harvard!) 
 
I was pleased with the positive response received 
from the meeting and tour. The club will be making a 
donation to the school’s graduation fund in 
appreciation. 
 
Despite the cold winter conditions we’ve been facing 
this past month, I was able to get in a few hours this 
month. I had a great flight on January 12

th
. For about 

two weeks I had been trying to get together with a 
couple of buddies of mine, Steve Whitenect and 
Gilbert Tessier. Gil and Steve were my wingmen in 
2006 on our trip to Oshkosh. Dad and I flew in Chrissy 
with Gil and Steve 
in Steve’s Murphy 

Rebel.  
 
Early in 2007, Gil 
finished his 
Murphy Elite and 
I had been 
anxious to have a 
peek at it.  With 
our plans to meet 
at Tipitina’s 
going bust, I 
made a last 
minute decision 
to fly up to 
Cooking Lake 
and see Gil. I 
couldn’t have 
picked a better 
day to do it. 
Conditions were 
calm and it was 
reasonably warm 
for January. 

 
Gil informed me that Camrose was the best place for 
fuel so I planned a stop there on the way up. As my 
track took me directly over the lake where we have 
our cabin, I decided to make a couple of photo runs to 
capture some pics of the cabin under construction.  
 
Sure enough, fuel in Camrose was about 15¢ less than 
Olds/Didsbury. Ten minutes after leaving Camrose I 
was landing in Cooking Lake.  I was quite impressed 
by the facilities there but, of course, any aerodrome 
with a seaplane base will get my attention. As I taxied 
in, I saw Gilbert out to guide me into his hanger.  
 

After we chatted 
for a few 

minutes and 
looked over his 
handiwork, he 
offered me a hop 
in the Elite. We 
decided to fly 
over to Villineuve 
and check out 
the new paint job 
on Steve’s plane. 
Unfortunately, 

Steve was in the 
bush hunting and 
couldn’t join us.  
 
Gil is a relative 
newcomer to the 
sport having 
received his 
license in 1999. 
However, he’s 
racked up over 
2000 hours of 

The panel on Gil’s Elite shows a well designed layout. The 

Dynon makes for an elegant solution to a clutter panel. 



 

February 2008   Page 4 

 

pipeline and power line patrol work since then. 
Needless to say, I was not too concerned about 
bombing around the Edmonton Terminal area with Gil 
manning the radios.  
 
What a wonderful sightseeing tour over the city. We 
flew directly over City Center on our way through. On 
our approach into Villineuve, Gil was able to show me 
some of the maneuvering capabilities as we tried to 
keep clear of a couple of confused student pilots.  

Speaking of capabilities, I was quite impressed by the 
Elite. With an O-360, the climb performance is very 
brisk and it cruises comfortably over 130 mph and 
seemed to top out at around the 140 mph mark. It was 
quite comfortable to fly in and fairly easy to get in and 
out of. Control forces were quite light and it 
responded as expected. In fact, it was hard not to 
compare it to Troy’s RV-9.  
 
Unlike the RV-9, the plane dissipates energy quite 

easily as you pull back 
the power. Adding 

flaps really puts the 
brakes on.  
 
About the only thing I 
could complain about 
was the typical tin can 
noise that I’ve 
experienced in other 
Rebels. It is most 
prevalent at low 
RPM’s and while 
taxiing and seems to 
go away at higher 
RPM’s. Gil is still 
working on 
soundproofing and 
other minor details 
before committing to 
a paint job.  
 
The flight back was 
uneventful and 
enjoyable. Boy, I love 
winter flying.   
 
See you all next week 
at the normal place 
and time. ���� 

That’s our place with the green roof. I was very tempted to 

land on the lake, but I was running late to meet with Gil. 

Steve’s Murphy Rebel now sporting a fresh, professional paint job. 

A shot of the Edmonton downtown from the Northeast. 
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CUFC Annual Banquet & 
Silent Auction 2008 

by Dave Procyshen 

 

Nominations for Office 
by Dave Procyshen 

 

    

March 1
st
, Calgary – CUFC/COPA 114 annual Banquet and 

Silent Auction. See details below… 
 
April 5

th
, Calgary – CUFC/COPA 114 RUST REMOVER 2008. 

We be holding a Homebuilder / Ultralight Rust Remover 
session at Cardel Homes Theatre 6010 - 12th Street SE 
Calgary. Session starts 9:00am – 1:00 pm. Please bring a 
non-perishable food donation as payment to attend.  Please 
contact Dave Procyshen for more info. 
 
May 2

nd
, Calgary – Air Reunion -YYC - 2008 at the Aerospace 

Museum from 3 to 9 pm. Airlines, ATS (ATC, FSS, etc.), 
General aviation and Military. Anyone that was, or is still 
involved in any aspect of aviation is welcome to attend. For 
further information 
http://www.jetstream.net/users/jimhall/airreunion.html or 
contact Jim Hall jimhall@telus.net (250)-675-4002. 
 
May 18

th
, St. Albert – Light Engine Services Rotax Speed 60 

and barbeque. Fun event to fly around a 60 nm triangle. 
Prizes to Rotax powered a/c but all are welcome. Pilot's 
meeting 8:00 a.m. at Light Engine Services, St. Albert 
Airport. Identifier CES3. Coordinates N53 41 25 W113 41 37. 
Rain date Monday May 19th. Please phone: Ben Strafford 
780-458-1606 or email larandben@cruzinternet.com. 
 
May 24

th
, Indus – CUFC/COPA 114 Spring Poker Run. This 

years fields will be the South runs and include: Vulcan, AJ 
Ranch, Claresholm, High River, Okotoks. After collecting 
your hand, it’s back to Indus for the final card and a 
breakfast of eggs, sausage, and hash browns. For more 
details contact Garrett Komm 403-257-3127 
kommair@telusplanet.com. 
    

July 19
th
, Cayley, AB –  Ninth Annual Invitational Fly-in.  

Pancake breakfast starting 8AM. Lunch. 4 miles East of 
Cayley, co-ordinates N 50 27 32 W 113 45 46, 4400 foot 
paved. Underwing camping or Accommodations at High 
River or Nanton. Tour the Lancaster Air Museum. Please 
contact Bob at  403 646-2270 or email 
nlscurator@lancastermuseum.ca.  

July 26
th
 to July 27

th
, Wetaskiwin – Airport and Identifier 

CEX3. Wetaskiwin Air Show, featuring the Canadian Forces 
Snowbirds located at  Reynolds-Alberta Museum & 
Canada's Aviation Hall of Fame Event. Show Contact Person 
and telephone number Brett Binnie 780-361-135, E-mail 
Brett@AV8solutions.com or web site   
www.wetaskiwinairshow.com 

July 28
th
 to August 3

rd
, Oshkosh WI -  EAA AirVenture 

2008, the World's Greatest Aviation Celebration. 
Visit www.airventure.org for more information. 
Anyone interested in a group flight to Oshkosh, 
please contact Ken Beanlands at 295-2079 or 
kbeanlan@telus.net ����    

 
 

 
Well it is that time of the year again; time to get our 
bidding pens ready and to have a little fun with fellow 
flying club members. This year the “Live Auction” we 
will be auctioning donated items to raise money for 
the COPA “Special Action Fund”. Many of you COPA 
members will have seen the request for funds to help 
out our fellow COPA members that have had the miss 
fortune of needing legal assistance when fighting to 
keep the privilege to fly. The banquet will be March 1, 
2008 at the Fox Hollow Club House at 999 32 Ave NE. 
This is the same place as last year.  
 
Tickets will be $30.00 each or $60.00 a couple. We 
have had to raise the price of the tickets as the cost to 
the club has increased. Please bring any donations of 
flying or non-flying related items that you would like 
to offer up for bidding. Last year we had a lot of fun 
with the “Live” or should I say “Lively” bidding at the 
end of the night, we were able to help out the “Skate a 
Kid to camp” program as well. I hope I will be able to 
get the celebrity auctioneers to help out again this 
year. 70 tickets will be available this year on a first 
come first served basis. I look forward to another fun 
filled time and I hope to see you too.  
����    

 

We have 3 positions in our CUFC executive that are 
up for election. 
 
The positions are 1) President  2) Treasure  3) 
Director. We (as per our club guidelines) should have 
had this nomination before the December meeting but 
it did not work out with the November meeting 
cancelled.  
 
Ed D’Antoni or Dave Procyshen will be accepting 
nominations for the 3 positions and we will hold an 
election at the February meeting as the January 
meeting will be at SAIT instead of the regular location 
at the Armory. I have been advised that Garrett Komm 
will let his name stand for president and Carl Forman 
will let his name stand for treasure at this time.  
 
If you would like to like to get involved with the club 
then talk to Ed D’Antoni (dantoni@telusplanet.net) or 
myself Dave Procyshen (dprocyshen@shaw.ca, 
Phone 403-257-8064).  
���� 
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VW 1915 cc Engine, 40 hours T.T. Comes with Sterba 
prop. Can be heard running, still on plane. Cost 
$7000.00 new, asking $3500.00. Call Doug at (403) 728-
3844 
 
1991 Macair Merlin,STOL, 705 TT , 35 SMOH on Rotax 

582 DCDI, Wing Tanks, Center stick, Upgraded wing struts 

with speed fairings, recovered and painted in 2002,Wheel 

pants, ski's, Cargo pod, Portable Intercom, ICOM A5 radio, 

external antenna, $23000.00. Contact Pat Cunningham 403-

276-2617e-mail patcunningham@shaw.ca (09/07) 
 

 
 

1991 Macair Merlin Taperwing – 760 TTAF, 250 SMOH on 

Continental A-75, Marvel carb, Slick mags. 19 gals fuel, 

wide roomy cockpit, reinforced landing gear, dual sticks, 

dual brakes, good paint & fabric, good STOL, cargo 

deck, battery, VHF antenna, 80 mph cruise, 4.5 hours range 

(with reserves).  $25,000.  Call Stu Simpson 255-6998 or 

bushmaster@shaw.ca for pictures or video.  (08/07) 

 
GSC Tech Prop - Wood - 64 X 36 RH Pusher - 2 Hrs run 

Can be seen at 167 Cove Place, Chestermere, AB Day - 403 

769 7019  Eve 403 226 7224 – Jerry Bruce Freestone Gull 

Lake SK 306 672 4124 $275.00 firm. (05/07) 

 

Team Minimax Single place taildragger, C-IFCZ completely 

enclosed and streamlined Rotax 503, 3 blade IVO prop. Two 

5 gallon wing tanks, 100 hours total time, external radio 

antenna, located in Vulcan Industrial Airport, always 

hangered, Asking $9000. Contact Graham at (403) 601- 6853 

or gramillington@yahoo.ca (04/07) 

 

PRICE REDUCED! - Murphy Renegade Spirit, 187 TTAF 

52 TTSN Rotax 582 MOD 99. Single cockpit conversion. Full 

instrumentation, Tennessee prop. David Clarke helmet & 

head set, Icom A5 transceiver, electric starter, Matco wheels 

and brakes, and elevator trim. Airtech coating system. 

Always hangared. This is an easy handling, extremely 

responsive and fun airplane to fly. Asking $18,000. Email 

bkespe@raymacsurveys.ca for additional photos and details. 

Phone: 403-692-to 2563 office, 255-7419 home, 968-7419 cell. 

(04/07) 

 

RX 550 Beaver TTE 140 hrs Rotax oil-injected 582 with 3 

blade Powerfin ground adjustable prop.  Complete with 

wing tanks. All skins U.V. clear coated as well as wing 

upgrade.  Full panel with GPS, custom cargo bags, and 

several extras. Dual helmet/headset with intercom and PTT 

also available.   Always hangared. A very reliable airplane!  

$12,500 Contact Darrell Booth email: dbooth1@shaw.ca or 

938-3379 (02/07) 

 

Beaver RX 550, 422 hr TTAF, 90 hr since total rebuild. 

100hp Subaru, 3 blade warp drive prop, Mono 2000 amphib 

floats with electric retract, all surfaces in Cenconite with 

Polytone, extra wing tanks, carb heat, radio intercom, GPS, 

full gauges. Will consider interesting trade for single seat 

UL. Always hangered in Kaslo B.C. $14,000.00. Contact: 

Russ White - umm48611@telus.net (09/06) 

 

1998 Challenger II - Professionally built, only 170hrs on 

LES maintained & chromed exhaust recently installed. 

Beautiful paint, custom seats, ICom3, always hangared, 

$27,000.  Call Trey @ 698-4820 or email for photos -

trey.petty@gmail.com (02/06) 

 

89 single Seat Chinook; 447 rotax 348 TTSN 76 SOH. new 

wings and tail.  John 239-0289 (11/05) 

 

Volvo aluminum block V6 DOHC, supposedly rebuilt. 

Offers or $250 delivered.  Doug Fortune pentam@shaw.ca 

284-3945 (11/05) 
���� 

Notice: Classified ads are free to CUFC members. 

Contact Ken Beanlands by e-mail to place or renew your 

ad (see masthead). Ads will be dropped after 6 months 

unless renewed. 


